Marfan's Syndrome: Detection and Management.
In brief: Marian's syndrome has gained increased attention and interest recently, more so since the death of volleyball star Flo Hyman last January. The disorder was first described by French pediatrician Antoine Bernard-Jean Marfan in 1896, although it may not have been the same syndrome as we know it today. Current thought suggests a defect in collagen-the fibrous material found in bones, joints, eyes, heart, and blood vessels. Positive diagnosis requires the presence of at least two of four major features: a positive family history and ocular, cardiac, and skeletal abnormalities. This article reviews the disease and discusses methods of detection and management.